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National Transportation Safety Board § 801.2 
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Subpart A—Applicability and 
Policy 

§ 801.1 Applicability. 
(a) This part contains the rules that 

the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) follows in processing re-
quests for records under the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552. 
These rules should be read together 
with the FOIA, which provides addi-
tional information about public access 
to records maintained by the NTSB. 

(b) This part also provides for docu-
ment services and the fees for such 
services, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9701. 

(c) This part applies only to records 
existing when the request for the infor-
mation is made. The NTSB is not re-
quired to create records for the sole 
purpose of responding to a FOIA re-
quest. 

(d) Sections 801.51 through 801.59 of 
this chapter describe records that are 
exempt from public disclosure. 

§ 801.2 Policy. 
(a) In implementing 5 U.S.C. 552, it is 

the policy of the NTSB to make infor-
mation available to the public to the 
greatest extent possible, consistent 
with the mission of the NTSB. Infor-
mation the NTSB routinely provides to 
the public as part of a regular NTSB 
activity (such as press releases and in-
formation disclosed on the NTSB’s pub-
lic Web site) may be provided to the 
public without compliance with this 
part. In addition, as a matter of policy, 
the NTSB may make discretionary dis-
closures of records or information oth-
erwise exempt from disclosure under 
the FOIA whenever disclosure would 
not foreseeably harm an interest pro-
tected by a FOIA exemption; however, 
this policy does not create any right 
enforceable in court. 

(b) Given the NTSB’s stated policy of 
providing as much information as pos-
sible regarding general NTSB oper-
ations and releasing documents involv-
ing investigations, the NTSB strongly 
encourages requesters seeking informa-
tion to check the NTSB’s Web site for 
such information before submitting a 
FOIA request. For every investigation 
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